2014 ILLEGAL OPEN DUMP GRANT PROGRAM

Some Risks Associated with Open Dumps

and Recommended Precautions 

You should be aware before physically entering an open dump that there are health risks and hazards associated with such activities.  Those risks and hazards include, but are not limited to, the following: 

Risks and Hazards
· Exposure to diseases (rabies, Lyme disease, bacteria, mold, fungus, bloodborne pathogens, etc.)

· Slip, trip, and fall hazards (steep slopes, sinkholes, and rough terrain)

· Poison ivy and poison oak

· Medical waste (syringes, bandages, etc.)

· Household hazardous wastes (chemicals, pesticides, etc.)

· Animal and insect bites (bees, ticks, snakes, etc.)

· Meth making paraphernalia or waste 

Precautions

1. Be prepared.  We recommend you consider the following clothing and protective equipment:  

· Long shirt and pants 
· Bee sting kit (if you are allergic)

· First aid kit

· Anti-bacterial wipes or lotion

· Insect repellent

· Disinfectant (such as Lysol) 
· Heavy leather or rubber gloves

· Thick soled boots

· Dust mask
· Sunblock
2. Use caution when handling garbage.

· Do not walk through, “wade” through, or step on trash of an unknown origin.  Do not step on trash unless you can clearly see and identify what is in it.  This can help prevent injury.  Sharp objects may penetrate gloves or  clothing, and may puncture the leather of your shoe or penetrate the sole. 
· Always wear appropriate gloves, such as rubber or heavy leather gloves. 

· Do not collect garbage that is visibly contaminated with blood.  If you observe garbage that appears to be so contaminated, contact either the local health department or the solid waste coordinator in your county.  

· Be sure to follow appropriate decontamination procedures after every occasion where waste was handled or walked through.  (If hand-washing facilities are not immediately available, use anti-bacterial wipes or lotion, and wash hands with soap and water as soon as practicable).
· To prevent potential contact with bloodborne pathogens or other infectious waste, do not break or open any red bags, bags labeled with the biohazard symbol, or any bag that indicates the source is a medical facility or nursing home.  

3.
If you are injured while at an open dump, seek medical help immediately.

It is strongly recommended that, before you enter an open dump that you consult with a physician or your local health department regarding any health risks and precautions to be taken, including possible vaccinations against bloodborne pathogens or other infectious diseases.
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